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1. In mystical fashion, he then goes on to argue that people reflect in their capacity as God’s vicegerent
the dual character of the divine nature, the outer and the inner, the spiritual and the corporeal, and more

than any other creatures, including the angels, can be described as the ‘image’ of God.

2. If the cause of an individual’s compound ignorance is a tendency for distorted thinking, the best
treatment for him is to learn some exact sciences such as geometry or arithmetic, in which case, his
mind is freed from muddle headedness and mental inertia, and led towards steadiness, clarity and

moderation.

3. Realization of the unity of God through epiphany and numinous experience. In other words, one
discovers that the vast multiplicity of creatures derive their existence from the one God, and recognizes
that no power other than God’s operates in the universe. The root cause of shirk is immersion in the

material world and forgetfullness in regard to God.

4. Unity also implies that members of a national or ideological group should develop ties of intimate
relationship among themselves so that the ideal of an organic whole may be realized in a broader
context. No excuse should be allowed to stand in the way of doing good or making peace between

different persons. Every effort should be made to bring about conciliation between men.

5. Similarly, covetousness, niggardliness, and the hoarding of wealth are condemned, for they betray
man’s unjustified clinging to values as means, as if they were ends in themselves.
Beginning importunately from all and sundry, which leads to killing one’s self-respect, is looked upon

by the Quran as unbecoming a true beliver.
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6. Hypocrites are liars. They expect people to praise them for what they never do, compete with one
another in sin and rancor, and hold secret counsels among themselves for iniquity, hostility, and
disobedience. Hypocrites enjoin evil and forbid what is just, and if by chance they come into
possession of a position of authority, they make mischief in the land, break ties of kinship, and yet

claim to be peace-makers.

7. Before taking up this enterprise, however, the soul or the heart is to be subjected to a thorough
surgical operation and cleansed of all impurities. “He will indeed be successful who purifies it and he
will fail who corrupts it”. It is only when the heart has thus been freed of its fetters and the veils of
darkness and ignorance have been rent asunder that anything positive can be attempted. Al-Ghazali

explains it by an allegory.
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